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“ BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT joy.” 
No. 17. NEW -HAV EN, SEPTEMBER 20, 1621. Vor. VI. 


PALESTINE MISSION. 
(Continued from page 246 ) 
Letters from Messrs. Parsons and Fisk have 
been received by the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions as late as March 13th. 


At Scio Mr. P. had an opportunity to 
call on Protessor Bambas, and give him an 
account of the tour in Asia Minor, especial- 
ly of the distribution of books. He re plied, 
* Much good may be done in this region by 
activity and perseverance,” The number 
of students in the college had increased 
rapidly, and the Young Minister ’s Compan- 
ion was.in high reputation. At Samos the 
vessel took refuge for four days, in a solita- 
ry harbor, far from any human "dwelling. 

On the morning of Dec. 18th, they pass- 
ed between Samos and the ancient Melitus. 
Mr. P. readtothe pilgrimsthe 20th of Acts, 
and pointed to the place, where Paul had his 
affecting interview with the elders of Eph- 
esus. ‘Towards evening of the same day, 
passing near Patmos, the epistle to the 
seven churches were read. There was per- 
fect silence ; and the pilgrimsinformed Mr. 
P. that they never before heard these epis- 
tles, in their own language. 

After being becalmed off Coos, they ar- 
rived at Rhodes on the 2ist, and were de- 
tained there six day. During thistime Mr. 
P. became acquainted with the Greek Bish- 
op, the English Consul, an Archimandrite 
of Jerusalem, and the President of a dis- 
tinguished monastery. On Mr. P.’s pro- 
posing to the Bishop to leave with him 
tracts for cistribution, and showing him 
specimens, he replied, “ Your offer is very 
generous; [ will send a man with you to 
bring the rest.” Mr. P. sent 150 copies for 
the priests and the school, and the next day 
received a message from the Bishep ap- 
proving the tracts, and expressing graiitude 
lor them. 

“ According tothe statement of the Bish- 
op, there are on the island about 10,000 
Turks ; a greater number of Greeks; 60 
Greek ’ churches ; ; 100 priests ; 22 mon- 
asteries ; very few monks; one school of 
some distinction; and others smaller for 
children.” 

The English consul is friendly to the 
distritmtion of the Bible, though a Catho- 
lic. Mr. P. experienced from him marked 
tokens of friendship aud hospitality. 

Mr. P. visited a synagogue, and 2 school 
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for Jewish children. There are 200 Jewish 
houses in Rhodes. ‘The Archimandrite, 
and the President of the monastery very 
gladly received tracts to distribute. The 
latter made “ Repeated professions of his 
gratitude, and me lored a blessing upon 
those through whose benevolence the favor 
was conferred.” 

Leaving Rhodes on the 28th they were 
driven into a solitary harbour, where they 
were detained eight days. With conside- 
rable difficuity, the vessel reached the har- 
bour of Castello Rosso, Jan. 7th. Some 
Young men from the village coming on 
board, tracts were distributed to such as 
were able to pra ‘These tracts were cir- 
culated, and a general desire was excited 
to obtain a sienlit supply. In the morn- 
ing, as Mr. P. passed through the village, 
a multitade thronged the streets, each ery- 
ing aloud in modern Greek, “ Sir, will you 
give mea tract?” Mr. P. gave 125 tracts to 
the schools, at the particular request of the 
teachers ; and .50 to persons who came to 
the vessel for the purpose of obtaining 
them. There was but one copy of the Ro- 
maic Testament in the village. lis had 
been purchased at Rhodes, and was circu 
lating among the inhabitants. While there 
Mr. P. sold five Testaments,containing the 
ancient and modern Greek in parallel col- 
umns, to individuals in the village, and five 
to pilgrims. “In no place,” he adds,“ have 
I seen a greater desire to read the word of 
God.” 

Castello Rosso contains 250 or 300 hou- 
ses, of which 30 belong to Turks, and the 
rest to Greeks. It has a fine harbour, but 
is little else than a barren rock. "The ves- 
sel left that place on the 10th; but was 
driven back by very tempestuous weather, 
and remained there at the date of the let- 
ter. “ Notwithstanding our frequent dis- 
appointments, says Mr. P. the goodness 
ot God to us has been peculiar and very 
affecting.” 


Larnica, Cyprus, Feb. 7, 1821. 

* Rey. and dear Sir—In a letter, dated 
Jan. 25th, | gave a short account of the 
voyage from Simyrna to Castello Rosso. 
The next morning w e left that harbous 
with a favourable wind, which conveyed us 
very rapidly to the port of Limesol, in Cy- 
prus. The captain had given orders to have 
the gnchofs in readiness, and we were all 
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tejoicing in the assurance of a safe arrival 
at the destined haven. But our pleasant 
prospects were soon blasted. The wind 
changed almost instantaneously, and blew 
from the East with great violence during 
the night. Again the vessel was driven 
back to sea, but the next day we were ena- 
bled to enter the harbour of Bufto,(anciently 
Paphos,)40 miles tothe west of Limesol. At 
that harber, [ left the vessel ; and proceeded 
by land to Limesol for the purpose of distrib- 
uting Testaments and tracts. The first place 
whieh I visited was Paphos. The priests 
of the village immediately conduveted me 
to the church, where they say St. Paul 
preached the Gospel; froin thence to the 
hall, where he was condemn ed; and tothe 
pillar where he was bound, and received 
* forty stripes save one.’ It was fruly af- 
fecting to see so inany churches destroyed 
—some used for stables, others for baths, 
others completely in ruins. Of the 365 
churches, once the glory of Paphos, only 
4 or 5 now remain. ‘Twenty-five or thirty 
sean huts are ai? that remain of the 
once most distinguished city of Cyprus. 

“From this place I went to the house of 
a Greek Bishop, ina village two or three 
miles from the shore. There I was re- 
eeived with the utmost cordiality ; and all 
the proceedings of the Bishop were mark- 
ed with great seriousness and dignity. He 
said, that it was his delight to entertam 
strangers, and he wished for no pecuniary 
compensation. He highly approved of the 
tracts, which I brought with me, and en- 
gi ged to distribute them among his people. 
Under his government are 200 churches, 
but only 50 are now open for religious ser- 
vice. In each of these churches is a copy 
of the modern Greek Testament procured 
at Nicosia from those sent to C yprus by the 
Rev. Mr. Connor. 

“* On the way to Limeso! spent one night 
in a small village called Pisouri. The 
priest of the village purchased of me a 
Greek Testament, and received a sufficient 
number of tracts to supply all who could 
read. ‘There is but one church in the place 
amd no school of any importance. 

“The English consul at Limesel request- 
ed me to reside iu his family, till the arri- 
val of our vessel, This afiorded me a fa- 
vorable opportunity to visit the Churches 
and schools, and to distribute tracts to the 
best advantage. A little boy, as an ex- 
pression of his gratitude, presented me a 
handful of flowers. 

“The English Consul made a request, 
im behalf of two poor churches in the vicin- 
ity for two Greek Testaments. | mention- 


ed to him that it was net agreeable to the 
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wishes of the members of the Bible Socie- 
ty, that Testaments should be permitted te 
remain useless, but that they should be con- 
stantly read. He assured me that he would 
accompany the Testaments with a letter,and 
the wishes of the donors would be strictly 
regarded. 

“ Near the centre of the iskand is a dis- 
tinguished monastery, which is visited by 
all pilgrims, on their way to Jerusalem.— 
The consul engaged to send two tracts to 
that monastery, and 50 to the monaster; 
called the Holy Cross. 

“In Limesol are 4 churehes,—10 priests, 
one flourishing school upon the system oi 
Coray, other small schools designed merely 
for learning the church — service—four 
mosques ;—houses of unburnt brick—port 
not convenient. Four or five vessels lay at 
anchor. In the vicinity of Limesol are 
large and rich plains, now green with wheat 
and barley. The mountains are white with 
snow. 

Monday evening, Feb 5th. (63 days from 
Smyrna,) arrived at Larnica. Letters 
whiely I brought with me from Smyrna, in- 
troduced me to Mr. Vondiziano, the Eng- 
lish consul, in whose house I resided. with 
gieat satisfaction. I sent to the bishop cf 
Larnica 269 tracts ; 100 for his own use, 
and 100 for the Archbishop at Nicosia.— 
The next day the bishop, in company with 
the principal men of the village, came to 
the house of the consul to express their 
approbation of the truths contained in the 
tracts, and their gratitude for the favor. It 
was my design to go to Nicosia by land 
from Limesol, but the rain prevented. The 
tracts which I send to that city will be dis- 
tributed, as in other places, among the 
priests and schools.” 

‘The last letter, which has been received 
from Mr. Parsons himself addressed to the 
Cor. Sec. is the following 

“ Joppa, (Jaffa,) Feb. 12, 1821. 

“* Rev. and dear Sir—I arrived at this 
port Saturday morning, after 48 hours pas- 
sage from Cyprus. A considerable num- 
ber of pilgrims took passage with us from 
that island, so that, at the close of our voy- 
age, there were not less than 75 souls on 
board. Ejight hours after leaving Larnica, 
we came im sight of mount Lebanon, in 
Syria, and from thence we passed near the 
shores of the Holy Land, and had a distant 
view of Sour, Aere, Caiffa, and mount 
Carmel. We looked upon mount Carmel 
with uncommen interest, as the place 
where the prophet Elijah “cast himself 
down upon the earth,” and prayed for rain, 
till there arose “a little cloud out of the sea 
like a man’s hand.” 
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“The English consul at Jaffa, had re- 
ceived information ef our arrival, and his 
son and dragoman waited at the shore to 
take us and our baggage to his house. Ev- 
ery assistance which he could afford, was 

enerously offered while we remained at 
Safa, or at Jerusalem. “ My garden,” he 
said, “will afford many articles for your 
comfort, which cannot be well obtained at 
Jerusalem.” . 

“The Russian consul at Jaffa, Mr. Mos- 
tras, to whom | had letters of recommenda- 
tion, invited me to occupy a room, which 
he has under his own direction, in a mon- 
astery atJerusalem. After the passover, in 
May or June, he proposes to take a tour 
to mount Lebanon, and wishes me to ac- 
company him. If it should be thought 
best to pass the summer there, | may im- 
prove this favorable opportunity. 

Yesterday morning I attended service in 
the Greek church in this place. The as- 
sembly consisted, 1 should say, of 250 peo- 
ple, all standing and repeating prayers, as 
is the custom in all the churches. The on- 
ly difference which I observed was this, that 
the scriptures were first read in ancient 
Greek,then in Turkish, and then in Arabic, 
as the Arabic is the common dialect of the 
country. 

After service, the president of the mo- 
nastery in this village called at the house of 
the Russian consul. He examined the 
tracts, which I brought with me, and ap- 
proved of the plan of distributing them 
among the people. He took 50 or 60 for 
the use of pilgrims, and others who could 
understand them. Avs it respects the distri- 
bution of tracts and bibles, Jaffa is asta- 
tion of high importance. Almost all the 
pilgrims from Russia, and from Natolia 
land at this port, and frequently remain 
here many days. Bibles and tracts can be 
landed here without taxes at the custom 
house, and can be distributed without the 
danger of suspicion attending a portage to 

Jerusalem. If a mission should be estab- 
lished at Jerusalem, Jaffa can also be un- 
der the charge of the missionaries withthe 
prospect of great usefulness to the souls of 
men. 

“The Russian consul at Jaffa will take 
charge of all the letters, or packages, di- 
rected to his care; and forward them di- 
iectly to Jerusalem. He designs himself 
to be there at the passover for the purpose 
of protecting the Russian Pilgrims. 

“'This letter will be forwarded immedi- 
ately to Cyprus, to the care of the English 
consul at Larnica. In the morning, we de- 
sign to set forward for the Holy City. I 
now feel the need mere than ever before, 
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of the prayers of God’s people. Surely 
they will wrestle in prayer till the Lord ap- 
pears in his glory, and builds up Zion.” 

Mr. Fisk had received two letters from 
his beloved fellow-labourer, beside those, 
which he had before mentioned. In the 
first, written at Jaffa, Mr. P. states, that 
“the Russian consul says, that, in his opin- 
ion a printing press may be in operation, 
at Jerusalem without suspicion.” 

The other is dated at Je rusalem, March 
13th, aboyt a month after Mr. P’s arrival 
there. liis the third which he had writ- 
ten to Mr. F. from Jerusalem, though the 
only one which had come to hand. Mr. 
Fisk makes the following extracts from it, 
I have made some short excursiens in the 
vicinity of Jerusalem ; that is, to the pool 
of Siloam, to Gethsemane, mount Olivet, 
Bethany, the tomb of Lazarus, mount Zi- 
on, &c. I have twice been to see the tomb 
of our blessed Saviour, and twice to mount 
Calvary. The pilgrims weep and sob o- 
ver the tomb of our Saviour, just as they 
would over the grave of a parent or a 
sister. 

“A Greek priest reads with me two 
chapters in Greek almost every day ; and 
we often converse upon passages, relating 
to the new birth, human depravity, and sale 
vation by grace. 

“T have “sold two Greek Testunbentes one 
Persian, one Italian, and one Armenian in 
Jerusalem. 

It grieved me to hear of the death of 
brother Larued. Soon our work will be 
done. Let us be diligeut.” 

Mr. Fisk’s journal from Feb, 17th to May 
18th is among the communications trans- 
initted by him. Early in April, he visited 
Ephesus, in company with three Aieri- 
cans. On his return he found Smyrna in 
a state of alarm on account of the insur- 
rection in European Turkey. The com- 
motions at Smyrna, and in the neighbour- 
hood render it unsafe travelling, and pre- 
sented obstacles in the way of distributing 
books. After describing the state of the 
country, Mr. F. writes as follows: “ Now 
the question is, what effect should this 
have on our plans? Brother Parsons, } 
trust will go on with his labours in Judea 
without molestation. For myself, I see 
no course but to remain here and wait the 
event.” 

“ But what shall be done as to the print- 
ing press, &c.? I should like to know how, 
with the facts before you, the prospect seems 
to you in Boston. So far as I can under- 
stand the state of affairs there is no ground 
for despondency ; and [ rather think none 
for delay Qne thought occurstome Ii 











269 


any bddy is ready fo come out here, he 
may get passage to Malta; and there he 
will learn whether things have become qui- 
et in this region; and if they have not, 
he can remain there a little while. most 
profitably employed in studying Italian and 
Greek.” 

On the whole, it does not appear that the 
present troubles in Turkey should damp the 
zeal of Christians among ourselves, or else- 
where, for promoting the cause of truth in 
that part of the world. 


oe 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


Latest Foreign Intelligence, extracted from 
English publications, received at the of- 
fice of the Religious Intelligencer. 

Interesting communications have been 
recently received from New South Wales, 
Otaheite, Kc. 

A letter from Mr. Henry Bicknell dated 
Traheite, May 22, 1820, states that his 
health was then in an improved state, but 
that others of the missionaries were very 
unwell, particularly Mr. Wilson. 

In relation to the state of the mission 
at Taheite, he writes in an encouraging 
manner; he says, “f have baptized 297 
persons *? and, in the various stations he 
judged that about 2000 had been baptized. 
“ We are living, (seys Mr. 6.) in a remote 
part of the island, for the sake of the mis- 
sia, but there is work enough for ten mis- 
sionaries. About 700 people attend at the 
chapel near our residence, and I preach to 
thei four times a week; and when from 
home, atthe other districts, more frequent- 
ly. About 400 belong to the school, where 
1 attend two davs in the week, and 20 
teachers are employed. 

Thus diligently was this good man, (the 
first individual, we believe, who offered his 
services to the Society) engaged ; and it 
might have been hoped, from the improved 
state of his health, that his exertiens would 
be long continued; but we are informed, 
by a letter from Port Jackson, that his la- 
bours are terminated, and that the Lord, 
whom he faithfully served, lias been pleas- 
ed to call him to his rest and reward. 

We are cencerned to add, that another 
labourer, in the same part of the vineyard, 
Mr. Tessier, is no more in this world. He 
was advanced im years, and so feeble, that 
he could not travel, but was useiul. 

Mr. Wilson also, who has been an effi- 
cient labourer, was mentioned in Mr. Bick- 
nell’s letter as greatly recuced by ildine 88,80 
that his recovery was deemed doubtful. 
We are now infortmed that he thought it 
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necessary to remove to Port Jackson, in 
hope of restoration. 

Mr. Darling, who had resided for a time: 
at Kimeo, returned to Otaheite on the 22 
of October, 1819, and settled at a new sta- 
tion (called Burder’s Point) among the peo- 
ple of Atahuru. A great alarm of war 
prevailed at that time, which, however, 
soon subsided, and a considerable num- 
ber of the natives have settled near the 
spot. 

In a letter dated June 5, 1820, Mr. Dar- 
ling says.“ We have baptized 151 adults 
and 287 children. ‘The work of the Lord 
is prospering among us, and many who 
were formerly thirsting for blood have be- 
come as meek as lambs. This is the 
T.o:4’s doing, and it is wonderful in our 
eyes.” 

ihe people of Atahuru consist of two 
principal divisions ; We agreed to supply 
that at some distance from us every Sab 
bath; but this would not satisfy them ;— 
they determined to remove and live near 
us, that they might enjoy the means of in- 
struction on the week days also. This 
they have done. ‘Their principal chief has 
of late become very attentive, and we in- 
tend soon to baptize him. We think it ne- 
cessary to make a selection of those who of- 
fer themselves, for weve we to receive all 
who desire it, we might baptize all the peo- 
ple of Atahuru next week. Those whom 
we baptize we consider as candidates for 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and. 
we catechise them twice a week. 

The Gospel] of Matthew has been print- 
ed at this station, the people received it 
with great eagerness, and many were much 
disappointed who could not obtain a 
copy.” 

Several other letters from the South 
Sea Islands have come to hand, which 
we have not room for in the present num- 
ber, 


HUAHEINE. 

We have received the first (printed) Re- 
port of the mission at this island, up to De- 
cember, 1819. 

The Report states that at Fare, the dis- 
trict in which the brethren reside, the con- 
gregation has considerably increased, and 
consists generally of 300 or 400 persons 
Two of the brethren had made a tour of 
the island, and it is hoped, that some were 
awakened to a sense of Divine things. 


Schools. 
The number of scholars has been great 
ly augmented. ‘There are schools also at 
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Maeva, and at Mahapu, and a Sunday 
school at each of the three places, which 
promises much usefulness. The number 
of scholars at Fare is about 500, and 
100 in the Sunday-school; at Maeva, 300, 
and 80 children ; at Mahapu 250, and 50 
ehildren. 


Translations. 


The good work of translating is going 
forward. ‘** We have (say the brethren) 
been enabled to put aiother portion of the 
word of God into the hands of the people 
-—an edition of 2000 copies of the Gospel 
of Matthew, wlach we finished in October 
last. “They were sought with avidity, and 
received with oratitude by all. The Geos- 
pel of Mark is translated, and the Psalms 
are in hand.” Ma. Nott ‘has also transla- 
ted the Gospel of Joba, and the Acts of the 
Apostles. 

Baptism. 

“ On the 12th of September, we had the 
happiness to baptize 19 who were proper 
subjects ; among whom were Mahine and 
Hant, the principal chiefs of the island ; 
There are also several candidates now wn- 
der instruction, whom we intend soon to 
baptize. rm 
Civilization 

We have observed, with peculiar pleas- 
ure, the improvement in the outward con- 
dition ef the people, and their progress in 
civilization. Several of them having fin- 
ished very neat plastered dwelling-houses, 
with doors and windows ; and are boarding 
their bed-rooms. They have also erected 
a very strong and capacious place of wor- 
ship 90 feet by 60; it is plastered within 
and without, aad they are sawing boards for 
the floor. 

Considerable progress has also been made 
in cultivation; many acres around us are 
enclosed, and stocked with food of various 
kinds. Useful tools, pit saws, &c. togeth- 
er with paper and writing utensils, are in 
great demand among them. ‘The females 
especially are much improved in their ha- 
bits and appearance. When they procure 
a few yards of foreign cloth, it is not, as 
formerly, carelessly bound round their 
waists, but made wp inte gowns, which gives 
them a much more decent appearance.— 
Our sisters have, by every means in their 
power, contributed to their improvenient ; 
and they continually instruct them, in 
their own respective houses, in needlework ; 
in which some have made considerable 


proficiency. 
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We cannot conclude our report, without 
testifying our gratitude to the Divine au- 
thor of all good tor the mercies we have re- 
ceived since the commencement of our 
mission here ; and we earnestly intreat an 
interest in the prayers of all who long tor 
the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
among men, that our feeble hands may be 
sire nethe med by the mighty God of Jacob, 
and we enabled, with a single eye to his 
glory, and a love for immortal souls, to hold 
on, tll he shall call us fom the fields of 
labour to the abedes of rest.” 


Further Information. 


In a letter from ore of the brethren a¢ 
Hual:eine, to a friend, dated June 1829 
enclosing the preceding Report, he says, 
* Since that time (Dec. 1819) our saiesinn. 
ary affairs have prospered greatly. Our 
people, [ believe have finished the best, 
neatest, and mest commodious place of 
worship in all the islands, though there 
are several good ones at Tahiti and else- 
where. 

Our people may be divided into four 
classes. 

1. Common hearers. Almost every one 
in the island may be included in this cl: ISS 3 
and our congregation at Tare Harbour, 
for many weeks past, has bee non the Sab- 
bath from 1400 to 1600, yet our chapel is 
not nearly full. 

These who are candidates for Bap- 
sho, and have tickets for admission to a 
weekly ineeting, held every ‘Thursday, af- 
ternoon for conversation with them. Their 
number at present is about 570. The con- 
duct and experience of these are care fully 
inquired into, that we may, be able to ascer- 
tain who are qualified for Baptism and 
Chorch-membership. 

3. The Baptized. We have baptized in 
all 55, including some children. 

4. Those who have been admitted to the 
Lord’s table, are, as yet, only 14; but most 
ef the baptized are judged to be proper 
subjects for.this ordinance also, and are in- 
tended for regular church-membership ; 
and probably about 30 more will be shortly 
baptized, as they desire it earnestly, and 
their profession and conduct are, in every 
respect, Cansistent. 

School. 


The School under my superintendance, 
(says Mr. D.) ne prospered greatly. ft 
consists now o between 700 and 800, in- 
cluding children bine adults; and there are 
now but few in the isiand who cannes 
read. 


$s 











CHOCTAW MISSION. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL KEPT AT 
ELLIOT. 


Projected School for the Six Towns. 


Jan. 1, 1821. Mr. Kingsbury left El- 
liot this morning on business to ‘the Choc- 
taw agency, and the new establishment.— 
Brother Jewell sat out with him, and will 
accompany him as far as the Pigeon Roost, 
or perhaps the new establishment, and then 
proceed to the Six Towns. 

12. Towerds evening Mr. Jewell, ac- 
companied by Miss Minerva Washburn, 
returned from Mayhew. He had proceed- 
ed as far as that establishment, where he 
learned, that the mission family from Go- 
shen, Ms. whom we had expected for sev- 
eral weeks past, had taken passage by wa- 
ter from Pittsburgh to the Walnut Hills, 
where they probably now are, and will ne ed 
our counsel and aid, in order to get on 
through the wilderness to Elliot. 


Visil of Parents to the School, 


Last evening three men and one woman, 
who have children in the school, arrived on 
a visit. ‘They had come about ninety 
miles to ascertain the truth of some unfa- 
vorable reports, that were in circulation re- 
specting the school. We find by talks had 
with them to-day, that their minds were 
considerably prejudiced, not only from 
what they had heard already, but also fromm 
some of their children since they arrived.— 
Some of the small bays, it seems, as soon as 
they saw their people, conceived a desire 
to go home, and they thought that their 
complaints would induce their parents to 
take them away. In our first conversation, 
we had to depend upon one of the larger 
boys to interpret. We were considerably 
embarrassed, on some points, to communi- 
cate our ideas as we wished. But we 
would regard it as a favorable providence, 
that an aged white man, who is an excel- 
lent interpreter, paid us a visit to-day bring- 
ing his son to school. By his help, we 
were enabled to get the ideas, and to enter 
into the feelings of the Indians; and also 
to explain to them the nature and princi- 
ples of the mission and school, and our 
reasons for restraining and treating the 
children. as we did. 

13. We had a long conversation with 
our visitors this morning, in which we 


made known to them fully what we had 
done, and what we meant to do, with their 
children, whilst under our care; and that 
we should not make any alteration ih our 
cer ner: il mode of tre atine li t, ON accaunt of 
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objections, or idle complaints, and that we 
were grieved that they should credit such 
reports respecting us. ‘They then freely 
declared, that they were perfectly satisfied, 
in every respect. And as an evidence of 
their satisfaction and good wishes, they 
went into the school and each addressed 
the school in an animated strain. It is 
worthy to be mentioned, that the woman 
made a formal and urgent application to 
join the school herself, that she might 
learn; and promised to assist, with her 
hands, in any labour she could perform.— 
She appears very young; and both her 
countenance and manners bespeak more 
than ordinary talents for improvement.— 
Her husband died in the U.S. army, in 
the late war with the Creek Indians. She 
has two fine little boys in school, and she 
appeared really desirous to put herself un- 
der our care and instruction. This was a 
trying case. But we were under the pain- 
ful necessity of rejecting her. We had re- 
jected many children, and are already 
much crowded for want of room. When 
she heard our answer, the tears started 
from her eyes, and she left the room, and 
walked about the yard quite agitated. She 
became composed, however, and took an 
affectionate leave of us. 

16. Brother Dyer started this morning 
for the Walnut Hills, to meet the mission 
family there and to advise with them con- 
cerning the best way oi “proceeding to the 
places ‘of their destination. 

23. One of the scholars received an ex- 
cellent letter from: M’Kee Folsom, of the 
Foreign Mission School at Cornwall. This 
lovely youth, when he left his people be- 
tween two ar nd three years ago, was entire- 
ly ignorant of God and the plan of salva- 
tion. He now rejoices in the hope, that he 
has passed from death unto life. 

27. Despatched our keel boat, “The 
Choctaw Packet,” with four hands for the 
Walnut Hills—we sent two additional 
hands to aid brother Dyer and his com- 
panions, on their way to this place ma 
batteau. 


Severe affliction of Mr. Smith and Fainily. 


March 14. One of the men, who went in 
the keel boat, returned this evening from 
the Walnut Hills by land. He brought a 
letter from Mr, Byington, who has made 
arra.:zements for having all our supplies 
brought up the Yazoo by the steam boat 
Eagle, as far as it can ascend, which will 
probably be as far as the mouth of the 
Yalo Busha. 

This man brought the first certain intel- 
ligence we have received from our dear 
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friends ov the Yazoo. The keel boat pass- 
ed them 11 days ago, 130 miles below E1- 
liot. ‘Their covenant Ged and Father has 
seen fit, ua his all wise and holy providence, 
‘9 visit brother and sister Smith with severe 
affiction. Death has again entered their 
family and torn from their fond embrace a 
veloved child. This is the second time 
they have been called to mourning since 
they left the land of their nativity. At 
Bedford, Pa. they consigned Lorenzo, a 
lovely infant boy, te the grave. Bat their 
cup of sorrow was not ther full. A pertier 
of the cup was reserved for another and se- 
verer trral of their trust in God, and their 
vesignation to his hely will. After toiling 
three weeks in ascending the Yazoo, their 
eldest son, an active, healthy and amiable 
vouth of fifteen, who had assisted at the 
sar, Was taken sick. 'They had but an in- 
different supply of medicine, and no ene 
en board skilied in administering it. In 
these trying circumstances, when no physi- 
cian Was near, no minister of the Gospel— 
and but a single Christian brother,—anéd 
more than 100 miles by water from any 
habitation of man, did these afflicted par- 
ents see their beloved child fall a victim to 
disease, and waste away before their eyes, 
till he sunk into the 
and then they had to aid in the last rites 
ef Christian burial towards one, who was 
bone of their bone, and flesh ef their flesh. 
The bereaved erilier assisted in digging the 


srave, and in depositing the remains of 


his child in the earth, on the lonely banks 
of an almost unfrequented river. Then 
peeling the bark from a large tree standing 
near the spot, to mark the place of the 
grave, they proceeded on their way with 
their surviving children towards the scene 
oftheir future labors. They were support- 
ed through this trial by the grace of God, 
and the abundant censolations ef his holy 
word, 


Providential Escape from « watery Grave. 


Several days after this afflictive event, 
as they were getting the boat under way in 
the morning, brother Smiu» fell overboard ; 
and, being unable to swim, was carried 
rapidly down by the current. Although in 
imminent danger, he was ealm and com- 
posed, putting his trust in God, and leeking 
to Him alone for preservation. At some 
distance before him, a quantity of flood 
wood had lodged, extending partly across 
the river. That, he thoug rht, could he 
reach it, afforded some prospect, and the 
Only one, of saving his life. A watchful 


Providence, which designed his preserva- 
‘tion, caused the current to carry him in the 
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direction of the wood. When he came 
near, he eagerly grasped at a log ; but he 
sprang too quick, and did not reach it, and, 

in consequence of the exertion, sunk to 
same depth below the surface of the wa- 
ter, and was carried under the wood by the 
current. Here the same kind Providence 
interpesed, and raised him again before 
he was carried entirely beyond the reach of 
the wood, and enabled hii to seize hold of 
a small log but it was toe light to bear his 
weight, and it was only with the greatest 
exertion of his feet, that he was able to 
keep his head above water. [a this peri- 
lous and laborious situation, he had to re- 

main, till brother Dyer could get the boat 
ashore and come round on the land oppo- 

site to him. By this time his strength was 
nearly exhausted; but laying hold of the 
end of a rope, which brother Dyer threw te 
him, he was sately drawn askore. Literal- 
ly true did he find the precious promise, 

“ When thou jassest through the waters, I 
will be with thee.” 

15. Early in the morning sent a canoe 
with four bands to relieve our afilicted 
friends, 

Sabbath, 18. This was the last Sabbath 
we expected our dear brethren and sisters, 
destined to the Arkansaw, te worship with 
us. They have been long with us, and are 
endeared to us by many tender ties and 
kind offices. They have shared with us ia 
eur labors and trials, and sympathized with 
usin our joys and sorrews. ‘Tegether have 
we mingled our hearts in prayer and 
praise, and to; gether have taken sweet coun- 
sel, We desired once more to commemo- 
rate together the dying love of our blessed 
Redeemer and Lord. It was a profitable 
and interesting season. Mr. Washburr 
preached, and he with Mr. Kingsbury ad- 
ministered the sacrament. Mr. Jewell’s 
babe was baptised by the name of Frederic 
Swartz. 

19. Gur dear brother Washburn took 
his leave of us this morning. He goes ow 
horseback to Natchez for the purpose of 
meeting Dr. Worcester. Capt. Folsom re- 
turned to the Pigeon Roest. He appears 
te take a deep interest in the prosperity of 
the mission. 


Arrival of Mr. Smith and Family. 


In the evening received the joyful intei- 
ligence that the batteau, with our deat 
missionary friends, had safely arrived at 
the landing, and soon after we had the 
pleasure of welcoming to Elliot Mr. Dyer 
and Miss Thatcher. 

20. Mr. Kingsbury went early in the 
morning to the landing to meet brother 
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Smith. A waggon was sent after him to 
bring up the family. In the course of the 
forenoon, Mr. K. returned accompanied by 
brother Smith and family, who were most 
cordially received on mission ground. They 
have been long expected, but the Lord has 
seen fit to disappoint our expectations. We 
would bless his holy name, that he has now 
brought them to us in bis own time, when 
their help was peculiarly needed, 


Departure of the Mission to the Arkansav. 


21. In the afternoon, we parted with our 
dear brother and sister Finney, and sister 
Washburn, who then took their leave of 
Elliot. It was an aflecting scene. The 
family, including the ehildren of the school, 
were convened in the school house. An 
address delivered—a parting hymn 
sung, and our friends commended to God. 
They then bade an affectionate farewell 
and went to the landing, (about 53 iniles) 
fo spend the night in their boat. On this 
affecting occasion, our feelings led us to 
adopt the hymn, 

“ When we asonder part, 
It gives us inward pain, &.” 


Was 


Though our parting was painful, it was 
with the joyful hope of meeting again, 
when our wearisome pilgrimage on earth 
is ended, in our heavenly Father’s king- 
dom, where 

«¢ From sorrow toil and pain 

And sin we shall be free, 

And perfect love and friendship reign 
Through all eternity.” 

29, In the morning, sister Minerva 
Washburn took an affectionate leave of 
K.lliot, and joined her party at the landing. 
At 11 o’clock, all things being ready, the 
hands were called on deck, and a prayer 
was offered wp by Mr, Wright. The boat 
immediately pushed off, and our friends 
commenced their long voyage towards the 
scene of their future labors. 
the Lord’s presence go with them and 
bless them. 


-— 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 
From the Connecticut Journal. 


CATHARINE BROWN. 


A friend has favoured us with a copy of 


an original letter from this interesting con- 
vert from Heathenism to Christianity. tt 
has never before been published, and is 
civen, below, as a practical comment upon 
the cause of Missions. We have endeav- 
oured to give an exact copy of the letter, 
i) respect to orthograp!f punctuation and 
{ we mistake not 


the use of capitals, and 
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it will be found with some trivial excep- 
tions, as handsomely w ritten, as it would 
have been by a great majority of the young 
ladies in any portion of civilized commu- 
nity. It reflects the highest credit upon 
the head and heart of its author, and will 
no doubt afford great gratification to all 
those who have contributed liberally to the 
cause of the Western Missions. 
Creek Parn, Aprix 16, 1821. 

My Dear Sister—Most sincerely do I 
thank you for your affectionate letter re- 
ceived some weeks since. I hope we are 
indeed of one family, your God is my God 
and your Savelour is my saveiour. <Al- 
though personaly unacquainted, and far 
distant from each other yet the faith which 
we proiess ought to endear us to each oth- 
er and animate us to press forward that we 
may meet in the kingdom of our redeemer, 
Let us then go on in the path of the 
Chiistian. It will soon lead us to the man- 
sions of everlasting peace, yes dear friend, 
Eternity seems very near; A few more 
roiling vears, months, weeks and days will 
land us on Canaan’s happy shore where we 
shall see our Saveiour as he is and be like 
him. I some times fear that I shall not be 
of that happy number whom Christ shall 
set on his right hand, but when I think of 
the eternal “God, who came down to save 
sinners like me with tears of joy and grati- 
sa [ leave myself in his precious arms, 

elieving that his blood is sufficient to wash 
ree all my sins. O, that I might walk 
close with God and serve him better every 
dav and be more interested for the success 
of the Gospel in the world, especially in 
invown Nation. Methinks it is my great- 
est desire to do some good to my tellow 
creatures, While [ remaim in this body of 
clay ; but what can I do witliout the Save- 
iour bless; |] am weak as a child and can 
do nothing m my own strength, Pray my 
sister that I may live above this vain world 
and be more devoted te God. I feel thank- 
ful to God that he has sent so many good 
Missionaries to this Heathen country to 
teach us the way of life but what are these 
few Missionaries in this dark land among 
so many hundreds of imortals, who are yet 
unconverted. 

My dear friend though you are at a great 
distance, you will surely remember these 
poor heathen at the throne of Grace, You 
say that you sometimes think you should 
he willing to leave your native land to car- 
ry the gh: ad tidin; vs of Salvation to the hea- 
then Should you ever be directed by the 
Providence of God to this western wilder- 
ness you shall be truly welcome to your 
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red brethren and Sisters you can hardly 
imagine how ignorant we are and how 
much we need more good Misionaries to 
instruct us. I cannot express how much I 
love-and thank those who have come from 
a far distant land to labour for the welfare 
of my people, who have long been neglect- 
ed. May they be made instrumental of 
doing much Good. I rejoice to hear that 
the Lord is doing a great work in the 
Churches of the Christian lands, and Pray 
that he will continue to Pour out his Spirit 
till all are brought to the knowledge and 
experience of the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Perhaps you will rejoice to hear that a 
little Church has been gathered in Creek 
Path since the Missionaries have been here, 
seven have been baptized and four receiv- 
ed as candidates for that holy ordinance. 
We hope several others are seriously en- 
quiring what they shall do to be saved. 
The work is the Lords, and to him be all 
the Praise, Most of these dear converts are 
one brother 


my relations. My Parents, 
and three sisters, Methinks they give good 
evidence of piety. Mr. Butrick has left 


Creek Path and Mr. and Mrs. Potter have 
taken his place. I very much esteem them. 
Methinks they are devoted christians.— 
Mrs. P. has the charge of the girls School, 
I expect to attend. Qur little number of 
females have agreed to meet on the third 
monday of every month for prayer and re- 
ligious conversation. Mrs. P. reads and 
explains the Bible. O how precious is the 
word of God. These meetings are very 
refreshing, May our Christian Sisters in 
Cornwall Meet at the same time that our 
united prayers may ascend together.— 
Please to inform brother David that our 
brother Johns health is improving. The 
rest of the family are well we send our 
warmest love tohim. ‘Teil him I received 
his letter a few days since which made us 
or very happy. I intend writing to bim 
soon | hope he is making great progress in 
bi studies and will soon be prepared for 
us Falness in the world Do sister write a- 
gain soon and often. 

Lact us converse with each other by let- 
ters May we at last meet in the kingdom 
of our blessed Saveiour, and Sing his prais- 
es throughout Eternity. 

Yours in the bonds of the Gospel 
CaTHARINE Brown. 
—Cornwall. 





BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 
Rev. George Marsden, one of the 
Treasurers of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society. I teel a pleasure, Sir, in rising 
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to bear my humble testimony to the im- 
portance of this institution. Some time 
ago, | travelled through part of Ireland, 

and through that part of it where popery 
puts on its most frowning aspect ; for It 
is a fact, that in Ireland popery wears a 
darker hue than in most parts of Europe ; 
aud I am happy to find that your Socie- 
ty has directed its labours to the province 
of Connaught, one of the darkest in the 
island. I heard there some very aflect- 
ing statements, which prove the necessi- 
ty of preaching the gospel, and establish- 
ing schools, and of using every means 
for the enlightening that country. At 
Carlow my friends introduced me to a 
young man of deep piety, a member of 
our Society, who is training up for 
preaching the gospel. ‘They desired 
me to converse with the young man, 
and to know from him how he had been 
brought to the knowledge of the truth. 
From him I learned, that his father was 
a Catholic, and the whole family were 
Catholics ; and that he had been train- 
ed up by them for a priest. He had 
received a good education, understood 
Latin and Greek, and some other .Jan- 
guages tolerably well; but he knew no- 
thing of the word of God. A family, 

who were about to leave the villave 
where they resided, brought one day to 
his father’s house a large English Bible, 
to rermain there a few days only, till 
they had an opportunity of removing it; 

the Bible was carried up stairs and the re 
deposited, till one day the father said 
to the youth, “ Henry, go up stairs 
and bring down that Bible.” ‘The 
young man replied, *‘ I had rather not, 
father.” said the father. “ ] 
pray you, excuse me,” answered he. 

The father still urged it, and the youth 
still refused ; till at length the father 
said, * I command you to bring down 
the Bible.” Hedidso. “© Now,’ said 
the father, “ you must read it.” With 
much fear he read a little that day, he 
read the next day again, and se con- 
tinued to do, till at length he came to 
that passage in the Epistle to the ‘Thes- 
salonians, forbidding to mary. He 
started at the word. “ Father,’ ex- 
claimed he, “ is this really the word of 
God? Is this the Bible :” “ Yes,” ge- 
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plied the father, I believe it is.” 
* Then,” said the lad, * we are all 
wrong.” He now began at every op- 
portunity to read the Bible for himself, 
and the next Sabbath, instead of going to 
mass, went to the protestant place of 
worship, and on the following Sabbati 
went again On the succeeding morn 
ing the father said to him, “ Henry, 
where were you yesterday ?” He repli- 
ed, “I went tothe protestant Chapel.” 
The father’s rage rose: “ What,” said 
he, “and do you mean to go thither ?” 
“Yes,” answered he, “1 do, for the 
book you commanded me to read has 
opened my eyes to see the errors of our 
church.” ‘The father took up a large 
stick, with some weapon at the end of it, 
a kind of dagger. With this he struck 
at hisson. ‘The dagger entered his fore- 
head ; the mark is still there, and I be- 
lieve will be there as long as he lives. 
The bleod poured ont; but the heart of 
the father was not softened. The moth- 
er joined with the father, and they began 
oth to lay on their chi'd in the most un- 
merciful manner. He however got a- 
way from them, and escaped to his 
ehamber, and locked and bolted the 
doo:. They followed him, and tried 
fo open the door, but could not, as le 
had fastened it; and the next morning 
the floor was nearly covered with the 
blood which had Howed from his fore- 
head. He went down stairs; but his 
father, and a youth who was in the 
house, both fell upon him. He then 
escaped into a small parlour, and find- 
ing that his life was in danger he threw 
up the sash, and without hat or coat got 
away to the house of a protestant in the 
village. I asked him, why he had 
showed so much rel netance to read the 
Bible ? “I will tell you,” answered he, 
“A little before the priest came to our 
house, and found a Bible lying on the 
table. Sending one of the children for 
an axe, he deliberately hewed the Bi- 
ble in pieces, and ordered them to take 
the pieces and bury them in the dung- 
hill. He then directed them to come to 
the chapel the next Sabbath. He had 
got the floor covered with new gravel, 
and he commanded them to kneel on 
it with their bare knees, and go round 
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the chapel fifteen times, till their knees 
streamed with blood. + his,” said Hen- 
ry, “ was the reason of my being so much 
afraid to read the Bible.”—But | am 
glad that your instruction is teaching 
children without fear to read the Bible ; 
and it will | trust be the power of God to 
their salvation. Lam glad youcombine 
the three methods of institution ;—the 
teaching of the children to read; the 
reading of the Sc.iptures ;—and the cir- 
culation of Tracts.—The British and 
Foreign Bible Society, one of the first 
in the world, gives you the ability to send 
the Bible to that couatry. ‘The ‘Tract 
Society will furnish you with Tracts, 
and then as you teach the little chil- 
dren to read these tracts and these Scrip- 
tures, ] have no doubt piety will spread 
from village to village, and trom town 
to town, till that dark part of the empire 
shall shine with the glory of God. 

Rev. J. Witson, Superintendant of 
the Society’s Schools ;—Previously to 
my leaving my native country, four years 
since, I attended the anniversaries of 
several Societies fer several years; and 
though 1 have ever felt much for India, 
I have felt more for my native country. 
The moral malady is the same, and the 
disease of sin produces similar effects 
wherever it preyails. It prevails in In- 
dia, but perhaps no where to a greater 
extent than in our sister island. Allu- 
sion has been made by the speakers who 
have preceded me to the dawn .of day; 
itis the dawn of day after a long and 
dreary and dreadful night in Ireland ; 
but though it is but the dawn of day, 
the eye of faith can discover some 
gleams of the rising sun on the moun- 
tain tops, though the plains and vallies 
are yet full of darkness, and are indeed 
the habitations of cruelty. The demon 
of discord yet holds his seat, and has his 
fastnesses in that unhappy country in one 
respect ; but in others I call it that happy 
country ; because there the foundation 
has been laid, and the superstructure 
must be raised, by which Ireland shall 
be led to rejoice in Jesus Christ as the 
only Saviour of mankind. The picture 
drawn in the report by a Roman Catho- 
lic clergyman is awfully correct; and 
wonld be confirmed by every individual 
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vho has travelled in that country.— 
There are such awful and degraded su- 
perstitions as are calculated to peirce the 
heart of every one who has never before 
beheld such scenes. I have seen those 
self-devoted victims, I have witnessed 
the penances which they inflict upon 
themselves, and the pilgrimages which 
they perform. I have seen persons. go- 
ing from place to place on their liare 
knees, till their strength has been so ex- 
hausted, that they have gone to the 
whiskey-house to intoxicate themselves, 
in order thereby te stupify their feeliags ; 
for devout as they appear in these servi- 
ces, no sooner are they ended than you 
will find many of them intoxicated. The 
servant of a gentleman of my acquaint- 
ance was sentenced to perform penance, 
not for sabbath breaking, not for stealing, 
not for murder, but for attending family 
prayer: and he was sentenced to such 
asevere penance, as to be confined to 
his bed for several days, unable to attend 
to his daily occupations. I went to one 
of the stations where they were assem- 
bled for performing penance. A poor 
woman was there who had come to do 
penance. A friend of mine who under- 
stood the Irish language was with me. 
lle went to the woman, and asked her 
what she was going todo. She replied, 
“To do penance,” adding that I had 
come to make game of her. No, said 
my friend, he is desirous of preventing 
you from performing penance. I then 
approached the woman, and understand- 
ing the import of what she said, I eu- 
deavored to persuade her to the contra- 
ry. Bursting into a flood of tears, she 
sail, “ How can [ tell? I cannot read 
the scriptures for myself; Iam prohibit- 
ed from doing so; the priest tells me to 
io this; the minister comes and tells me 
not todo it; how can I tell what to do? 


On another occasion, at Ball, | saw a 


great number of persons who were great- 
ly distresed by the penances which they 
had performed, and one poor woman iu 
particular, who being rather corpulent, 
and having been compelled to travel over 
the gravel upon her knees, had lost so 
much blood, and was so exhausted, as to 
be obliged to place both hands under 
each leg, in order to enable her to per- 
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form the penance enjoined upon her.— 
Such are some of the penances to which 
they submit. ‘The means adopted by 
this Society are calculated to prevent 
these miseries. ‘The preaching of the 
gospel, the establishment of schools, and 
the reading of the scriptmes, are the 
means by which we endeavour to accom- 
plish that object; but in all an immedi- 
ate reference is bad to the word of God, 
and we know who has said, “ Thou hast 
magnified thy word above all thy name.” 





STATE OF RELIGION IN MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 

Extract from a Narrative of the State of 
Religion, presented to the General Asso- 
ciation of Massachusetts, assembled at 
Haverhill, June 26, 1821. 

On former occasions it has been our de- 
lightful task to record the mercy of the 
Most High, in numerous accessions to our 
churches and multitudes of souls redeem- 
ed from the bondage of sin, and brought 
home to God through faith in the Saviour. 
It is not so now. While we rejoice to 
hear, that in other States, the work of 
the Lord is revived with power, we are 
compelled to weep over our own stupidi- 
ty, and to exclaim, though not with sen. 
timents of hopeless despondency, “ Oh, 
that it were with us as in months past!” 
Amidst all our discourazements, we find 
not a little, in the situation of our church- 
es, and the tokens of divine favour to Mas- 
sachusetts, to strengthen our confidence 
in the protecting care, and promised grace 
of Him, before whom the prayers and the 
alins of bis children, ascend, asa sweet and 
perpetual memorial. 

The monthly concert of prayer is gen- 
erally observed -withim our limits, and m 
many instances, in all parts of the State, 
is accompanied with a charitable collec- 
tion: Sabbath Schools are common, and 
extending more widely their salutary in- 
fluence; the benevolent objects of the 
day receive increasing patronage; and 
the profits of merchandize, of mechani- 
cal skill and of female industry, are con- 
secrated to the cause of Zion—to the edu- 
cation of pious youth for the ministry, the 
instruction of the ignorant, and the salya- 
tion of the world. 

We particularly notice as worthy of 
praise and imitation, the charity of our 
Christian Farmers, who have in very many 
instances, Within the last year, been induc- 
ed to make the experiment of devoting to 
the service of christian missions, some por- 
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tion of that soil, by which, through the 
blessing of God on their exertions they en- 
joy so much comfort and abundance. ‘To 
the eye of Christian philanthropy, it must 
be peculiarly refreshing, to betold, scat- 
tered over the face of this flourishing 
state, here and there a missionary field, 
Waving to the breeze of Heaven, and des- 
tined to bless, with the bread.of eternal 
tife, the most distant nations of the earth. 
Highly gratified as we are, in recording 


‘these plans of benevolence, and means of 


diffusing abroad the savor of Christ’s name; 
yet we would not omit to give amore mi- 
nute account of the real state of things as 
they exist ia our several individual associa- 
tions. 

From the Berkshire Association, con- 
taining nineteen churches, of which all are 
supplied with pastors, we have been fa- 
voured with pleasing intelligence. The 
revival at Pittsfield, which commenced 
more than a year ago, still continues, and 
fias recently received anew and powerful 
impulse. Within a few weeks, more than 
twenty individuals, it is hoped, have been 
made the subjectsofvenewing grace. Since 
the first commencement of the work about 
seventy have publicly united themselves to 
the Congregational church. In the towns 
af Stockbridge and Sandisfield also, there 
as an unusual and increasing attention to 
she concerns of the souls; and in various 
ather places, augmented zeal, renewed en- 


@rgy in prayer, and the enlivened ardor of 
Hope are observable among the friends of 


the Redeemer. 

Within the limits of the Mountain Asso- 
ciation, are eleven churches, of which nine 
are supplied with pastors. Its representa- 
tives state, that, although coldness in reli- 
zion generally prevails, yet God in mercy, 
has visried some of their churches. The re- 
vival in Chester and Middiefield continued 
snto the last year; and inthe former place 
eighty-five since our last meeting have been 
visibly added to the Lord. ‘The whole 
sumber of these who have been received to 
the communion of the church in Middle- 
fieid, is twenty-nine. In other towns, 
pleasing hopes are entertained that God is 
about to revive his work, and occasional 
instances of conversion to Christ have oc- 
curred, 

In the Franklin Association, the ordi- 
vances of the Gospel are generally re- 
spected; and im the town of Charlemont, 
trod has been pleased to appear in his 
glory for the enlargement of Zion. Jn sev- 


eral other places, intimations are afforded 
of the spécial presence of the Spirit of 
grace; and Christians are joyful im hope. 
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From the Hampshire Central Associa- 
tion, we learn, that though no such gener- 
al revivals of religion within their limits, 
as we have formerly had occasion to re- 
cord, have been witnessed, during the last 
year, yet the word of God is not without 
its effect, in promoting social order, at- 
tachment to the truth, and respect for the. 
institutions of Christianity. 

The same general observation may be 
applied to the Hampden Association, with 
the pleasing expectation, that in several 
towns, particularly in Long-meadow, Bian 
ford and Tolland, revivals have commenc- 
ed, which, it is hoped, will issue in the sal- 
vation of many souls. 

The towns of Greenwich and Oakham, 
within the limits of the Brookfield Associa- 
tion, have been visited by the special ef- 
fusions of the Holy Spirit ;—and in the for- 
mer place the number of hopeful converts 
is about 60. Among those who have been 
added to the first Church in Brookfield, is 
a native of the Sandwich Islands—a prom- 
ising vouth, who is soon to enter the For- 
eign Mission School at Cornwall. 

From the Westminister Association, we 
learn, that no special awakenings have 
been enjeyed within their limits, during 
the last year; but more than the usual 
number have been added to the commu- 
nion of their churches. 

Though no special revival, in any of 
the churches comprised in the Worcester 
North Association, has been experienced, 
yet in a number of instances, the preach- 
ed Gospel, has, it is believed, proved, 
through a divine influence, the wisdom ef 
God and the power of God, to the salva- 
tion of sinners. 

In the Union Association, consisting of 
12 pastors and churches, the gracious 
presence of Christ has. been chiefly mani- 
fested, in the augmented zeal and steady 
co-operation of Christians, to maintain the 
truth at home, and extend, by their chari- 
ties, its triumphs through a world-lying iz 
wickedness. 

In the Association ef Salem and vicinity, 
the cause of evangelical truth and purity 
is advancing; christians feel more and 
more the importance of decision and ac- 


tivity in religion; and though the stupidi- 


ty of many is deeply to be lamented, yet 
tie signal blessings which, during the last 
year, have been bestowed on the church- 
es of Beverly and Salem,.-may well en- 
courage all the friends of God, to hope 
and to pray.—In the former place, there 
have been about 200 hopeful conversions ; 
and in the latter, not far from 100. The 
revival in Salem, as in mest other places; 
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dimilarly favoured, seemed to begin in an 
unusual spirit of prayer, among the pro- 
fessed followers of the Saviour. ‘he 
work in that place still continues. 

In Rowley, Byefield, and, in a less de® 
gree, in some other places within the lim- 
jts of the Essex Middle Association, God 
has been pleased to make bare his arm for 
the salvation of sinners. In Byefield 40 
persons have been added to the church. 
"~The ministers and churches eomprehended 
in that body, are happily united m senti- 
ment, and efiorts to do good, 

From the Havervill Association, no an- 
imating reports of any general revivals of 
religion have been received; but we have 
been happy to hear, that amidst all the 
evils of spiritual decension, the institu- 
tions Of benevolence are’ cherished, and 
the ordinances of God treated with respect. 

Within the limits of the Old Colony As- 
sociation, are 14 churches and 9 pastors, 
one Of whom was ordained the last year. 
Within that period, a work of grace has 
been visible in Berkley, Plymouth, and 
several other places. 

' The Association regrets to learn, that 
the operations of the American Education 
Society are impeded by the deficiency of 
itsfunds. While the candidates for its as- 
sistance have increased, the receipts of its 
Treasury have been diminished. During 
the past year, the Society has given assis- 
tance to about 200 beneficiaries, of ditier- 
ent States, and in various stages of study 
reparatory to the Christian Ministry ‘The 
Association earnestly hope, that this In- 
htution, and other kindred Societies, will 
not fail to receive that efficient patronage 
om the churches, which their importance 
iemands. 

We cannot forbear to congratulate the 
ends of Jesus, on the prosperous state 
ithe Theological Seminary at Andover. 
(contains, at present, 112 students, who 
bre engaged in studies, preparatory to the 
‘hristian Ministry, and who, if God crown 
ler exertions with success, may one day 
c instrumental of turning many to right- 
ousness, 
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BERKSHIRE BIBLE SOCIETY. 


“The fourth annual useeting of the Berk- 
we Bible Society, was held at Lenox, May 
th 1821, After some general remarks by the 
resident, the Report was read; when the 
ev. Mr. Field, of Stockbridge, moved its ac- 
Plance. After adverting to the liberal spirit 
Bible Societies, and the infinite value of the 
criptures as the only sufficient meaus of boli- 
ess and eternal life, he asks ;” 

Vho ws there then, that loves the Lord Jesus 
‘ist sincerely ? Who, that has found the 
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truths of Revelation to be better than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold? Who its not willing to 
give a portion of jis substance, for the purpose 
of seuding the Bible to those ot his tellow crea- 
tures, who are perishing for lack of vision; 
that they may know their real state and dan- 
ger ; that they may understand the conditions 
of mercy ; that they may be taught to deny un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, and to live sober- 
ly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world, and that they be pointed to life and im- 
mortality, in the world to come. 

“¢ [Je then alludes to the danger, that Christ- 
ians will pot be sufficiently engazed for the dis- 
tribution of the Seriptures, through ignorance 
of the real state and wants of mankind: and,’ 

Another source of danger is the extravagant 
expectations formed from existing efforts to 
spread the Bible ; that the British, Russian, A- 
merican and other similar Bible Socicties, witly 
their numerous auxiliaries, are noble and 
promising institutions, is readily, and UT hope 
thankfully admitted) Their commencement 
is glorious, and their progress will probably ex- 
ceed ia glory. But these iostitutiuns, grand as 
they are, bave made scarcely any impressions 
as yet, upon the darkness of the heathen world; 
and they have only begun to supply the conn- 
tries, Which are nominally christian. The ef- 
forts of these societies, and of many others 
like them, must be doubled, trebled, quadra- 
pled, to meet the wants of the human race. 
And how can all this be affected, without the - 
continued and increasing aid of the friends of 
the Redeemer ? 

‘“ Rev. Mr. Burt of New Marlboro’, seconded 
the motion in an eloquent address, which for 
want of reom, we must reluctantly omit.”—B, 
Ree. 


THE BIBLE 
WITHOUT NOTE OR COMMENT. 
(Continued from page 255.) 


One morning as Sally Lumley was sit- 
ting in her kitchen, after she had prepared 
for John’s return to dinner, her attention 
was suddenly arrested by the appearance of 
astranger. He was young and modest in 
his demeanor, and advancing to the step of 
the door, he asked tf her name were Sally 
Lumley ? “ Yes, an’ please you Sir, that’s 
my name, what would you be so well pleas- 
edasto have?” “I wish to have a little 
conversation with you.” “Certainly Sir, 
do y’ please to walk in and be seated, I’m 
sorry | can’t ask you to sit down in a better 
place, but there, this is better than I de- 
serve.” “Do not make any apology Sal- 
ly, Lam happy to sit down any where, if the 
place be clean; I hear that you have a lit- 
tie boy that can read the Bible, and that he 
has also taught you and your husband te 
read ?” * Yes Sir, tis very true sure, he was 
a good boy before, but he’s cruel good since 
he’s a larned to read, and there he’s teaceh- 
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img some of the neighbours to read now. 
Dear little creatute! his heart’s quite im’t, 
but then, he’d a bin as ignorant as us, if it 
hadn’t bin for a dear young gentleman that 
was so kind as to come to our house and 
teach him. 

“ Weil, Sally, and do you think the read- 
ing of the Bible has done you any good ?” 

“ Good, Sir! O yes, thanks be. “Before 
I heard the Bible read to us, Iwas the most 
“ignorant’st creature that ever was born, and 
us for my poor husband, though I cannot 
say that he cid it very often, yet whenever 
he got any liquor, to be sure he was gener- 
ally led home, guite toxicated, and as to 
his soul I believe he never thought any 
more about it, no, not more than my knit- 
ting needles. And if you were to hear him 
talk now! I declare, I never see’d such an 
alteration m any person.” 

“ But, Sally ! ' T want to know if the read- 
ing of the Bible has brought you to God? 

% Yes Sir, I do hope I can say that it 
hath; it hasshewn me what I ne:er knew 
before—what a wicked heart I have, and 
how many years [ lived performing mock 
worshipto God. I went to church certain- 
ly, and received the Sacrament, but then 
Sir, I told lies every Sundry, for I confess- 
ed what I did not feel, and never believed.” 

“Indeed Sally! that was very sinful.” 

“Very true, Sir, I said have mercy on 
us miserable sinners, and at the Sacrament, 
I repeated the burden of our guilt is imtol- 
erable, but dear Sir, I cared nought about 
my sins, and while I held up my prayer 
book and repeated after our minister, I us- 
ed to gaze about the church all the time, 
and inv John was the same, and so were all 
the neighbours, for nothing but folly reign- 
ed in this village.” 

“* And was it the Bible only that opened 
your eyes ?” 

“ Yes, Sir, for it often went to my heart 
when I heard my little boy read, though I 
never told my husband how distressed I 
was. It was that verse that dwelt so much 
upon my mind, * When thow wast under 
the fig-tree Isaw thee? 1 said to myself, 
hut it was God-thut pul it into my heart. If 
Jesus Christ saw Nathanael under the fig- 
tree, does he not now see me, and know all 
my thoughts, for it is said afterwards, ‘he 
needed not that any should testify of man, 
for he knew what was in man.’ O, how of- 
ten did I think upon my past life, and wish 
I knew more of the blessed Bible! and so 
I went on, till my doe read that ssuonitel 
scripture, I declare it was like a cordial to 
my heart, “ Himthat cometx unto me J will 
in no wise cast oul.’ O it gives me so much 
pleasure, but after all, there’s nothing bke 
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Siace my husband came back from |, 
journey when he went to see Master Sie. 
phen, he has told me so much of what he 
Ward from the Rey. Mr. Everton, that J 
have been like another creature. L wisi: we 
had such a minister m our church.” 

“Well, Saily, f£ am greatly obliged t 
you, (looking at his watch) | see my tune js 
quite gone. Please to give this to you 
son, and take that for yourself. * (Gives her 
two Bibles. } 

(Curtseying.) “Thank you kindly Sir, 
I wish you could have seen Joe yourself, 
but he’s working with his father at Farine; 
Wilton’s.” 

The sti 
ly wonde 
young gentieripy 
delighted. While 










ok his leave, and left Sal. 
1e could bé, What a kind 
e! Well Joe will be 
was indulging her 
pleasing reflections, lock struck tweive, 
and she instantly gtegmred tor dinner. Her 
husband soon entered, and she promptly re- 
lated the visit of the stranger, and shewed 
his presents. “ Toere Joe, I think you be: 
set up indeed, there’s a Bibie, 1 hope you’! 
take care of it.” 

“Yes mother, I hope I shall, by readin: 
it, and not suffering the dust to lie upon it, 

«But who could this stranger be,” sai’ 
John Lumley, “well, if 1 can think.’ 
“ Come Joe, ask a blessing, my dear.” 
Joe obeyed, and, without staring aroun 
prayed that God would saactify the goo 
creatures set before them. 

Teresa Ryan as sitting at her door # 
the stranger passed by, and accosted hu 
most pite ausly, * Do y’ Sir, for the love | 
God, and the blessed Virgin, do y’ give 
trifle to a poor old woman ?” He started # 
the sound, and looking earnestly, said, * M; 
good woman what makes you so poor: 
“Ah Sir,” said she, “I have but little 
live upon; some good Catholics send me 2 
trifle once a year, and that’s all, for ou 
parish won’t allow me any thing.” 

* But do you not work, is there nothing 
you can do to gain a comfortable subdsis 
ence ?” 

“Work, work, What the O’Ryan’s 
No indeed Sir, all my family have bee 
independent Sir, for years past. “hous 
I’m poor Sir, I assure ye i’m ota reapeds 
bie family.’ 

“| know nothing of your respectabilil 
my good friend, but I know the Bible says 
‘if anv man will not work, neither shoul 
he eat.’ ” 

“The Bible! I never read the Bible, no 
1.” 

“ Pray, give me your reasons for negiec’ 
ing that blessed book ?” 
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« Why Sir, all the reason I know is, that 
our Church does not allow it.” 

The question is, “ Does not God allow 
it? Does he not command us to search the 
scriptures ? and St. Paul commands Tim- 
othy, that from a child he had known the 
Holy Seriptures. Pray would it not be 
better for you to appear clean and whole- 
some, than to be im rags, and pass the 
whole day in idleness at your door ?” 

Teresa felt the reproof, “ Now if you 
will begin to reform, mend your clothes 
and keep your house, and your persons 
clean, I will give you something with all 
my heart—I will see you again to-morrow 
—In the meantime take that New ‘Testa- 
ment, and let me advise you to read it ?” 

The instant that the stranger was going, 
she hastened in, and looking round her 
apartment, “ Well,” said she, “I am glad 
the young man did not come inside—the 
room is in a pretty gakes—then looking on 
the Testament, I don’t see why I should 
not read this, and see for myself whether 
the book is good or bad, I’ve a soul to be 
saved sure, I'll e’en begin to read it as soon 
as I’ve a put my room to mghis.” In an 
instant water, pail, broom, and all the et 
eeteras were put in requisition, and at 
length Teresa’s apartment assumed a new 
aspect. When she sat down to her dinner, 
she looked around, highly pleased at the 
new appearance of things, “ If this does not 
please the gentleman when he comes,” ex- 
daimed she, “ I know not what will.” 


(To be concluded.) 





COMMENCEMENT IN YALE COLLEGE: 


The annual commencement in Yale College 
was celebrated in this city during the last week 
—lhe continued and increasing prosperity of 
this important Institution, will rejoice the beart 
of the friendsof religion. That Gop to whom 
it was early consecrated by our fathers, has 
preserved it as the apple of his eye It re- 
mains uncontaminated ‘no principle ; without 
‘not or blemish in doctri ¢, and we trust it will 
long be preserved in mercy to New-England, 
as one of the essential pillars of our holy re- 
lizion. 

The exercises on commencement day reflec- 
‘edthe higbest hoteur upon the instinution, 
and upon those who took a partin them A 
large and very respectable audience gave their 
‘st approbation by a fixed and almust perfect 
Slenuion. 

The decree of A B. was conferred on the 
lowing gentlemen, Allumni of the College ; 

George E. Adams, Joha Adams, Augustus A. 
Adee, A Leopold Alexander, Charies Riehard 
Alsop, James Anderson, Charles Atwood, 
Dwicht Baldwin, David W. Barton, Lemuel W. 
bbe iden. Alanson Benedic!. Wm. W. Billings, 


“athaniel Blanchard, Nathaniel Bouton, John 
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Boyd, Joseph H. Bradley, Josiah Brewer, Wal- 
do Brown, Heary D buikley, William Case, 
Paine W. Chase, Simeon Chase, Asa Child, 
Peter F Clark, Thomes W Coit, George 
Cowles, Samuel! H. Cowles, George F. Daven- 
port, Lacius [Campbell Duncan, Ornan East- 
man, Isaac Esty, Joseph Goodrich, Roswell 
Goodwin, Jolin Goulding, David Greene, Fla- 
vel Griswold, John A. Hempstead, Theodore 
Hinsdale, Enoch Huntington, Albert Judson, 
Asa Howe King, William Lester, Thomas P. 
Little, Frederick W. Lord, Erastus Maltby, 
William B. McCullough, John Mitchell, Isaac 
Peck, Henry B. Porter, Sanford J. Kamey, 
Johan Richards, Loren G Robbins, Charles 
Robinson, Edward Rockwell, israel G. Rose, 
Oliver A Shaw, Eli Smith, John Smith, Hora- 
tio N. Spencer, Joseph Stansbury, Edward A, 
Strong, Edwin B. Taintor, Jobn A. Taintor, 
Alired Terry, Edmund B Vass, Henry White, 
Lewis P. Williamson —68. 

The degree of Master of Arts was conferred 
on the following gentlemen, Allumni of the 
College. 

Samuel Barrow, Eleazer Brainard, Alfred 
Chester, William L Clark, Henry Clary, War- 
bam Crooks, William H Foote, Samuel Gris 
wold, Willam H Hodges, James 3. Huggins, 
Samuel H Huntington, Joseph Hurlbut, David 
Kimball, William Mitchell, Richard E. Nott, 
Charles H Olmsted, Isaac Orr, Alexis Painter, 
Thomas C. Perkins, Lhomas L. Shipmany 
Horace Smith, George Spalding, Randolph 
Stone, Roswell Stone, Henry B. Titus Edward 
Terner, John W Weed, Lewis Weld, Leonard 
Withington. 

Timothy Alden, and Robert Alden, Bachel- 
ors of Aris of Allegany College ; Williaiww E. 
Whitman, Bachelor of Arts of Middlebury 
College ; Horace Session, Bachelor of Arts of 
Hamilion Colloge ; and Nathan L. Hooper, 
Bachelor of Aris of Harvard University, were 
admitted ad eundem. 

Martin >nelle, of Brown University, was 
admitted to the degree of Master of Arts 

The Honorary degree of Master of Arts was 
conferred on Samuel Spring, Newburyport, 
Mass Ansel Ives, New-York, and on the jRey. 
Peter G. Clark, of Norwich 

The degree of Doctor of Medicine was con- 
ferred on Alanson Abbe, Eldad Alexander, 
Charles Byington, Joseph Chadwick, Friend 
Cooke, Erastus Curtiss, Levi Dickinson, Le wis 
French, Horatio Hamilion, Joseph Peabody, 
Willoughby Shaw. Alfred C. Thomson, Rich- 


ard Warner, and Silas James, Alumni of the 


Medical Institution. 

The Honorary degree of Doctor of Divini- 
ty was conferred onthe Rey, David Dixon, of 
St. Sebastian's Scotland. 


ANECDOTE. 
Rarkes and the Soldier, 
One day Robert Raikes, Esq. the justly 
renowned imsutator of Sunday Schools, 


said, ‘ as | was going to church, I overtook 
a soldier just entering the church door ; this 
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was on a week-day. AsI passed him, I said 
it gave me pleasure to see that he was going 
to * piace of divine worship. ‘ Ah, si,’ 
said iie, *) may thank you for that.’ ‘Me!’ 
said 13‘ why i dont know that f ever saw 
you béfore.’ * Sir,’ said he, ‘ when I was a 
little boy, I was indebted to you for my first 
insivustion ininy duty. Lused to meet you, 
at ide inornimg service, in this cathedral ; 
and was one of your Sunday scholars My 
father, wnen he leit this city, took ime in- 
to Berkshire, and put me apprentice toa 
shoemaker. I used often to think of you. 
At iength, I went to London, and was there 
drawa to serve asa militia man, in the 
Westininster militia. I caine to Gloucester 
last ight, with a deserter, and | took the 
opportunity of coining this morning, to visit 
the old spot, and in the hope of once more 
seemg you.’ ; 

He then told me his name, and brought 
himseif to my recollection by an interesting 
circumstance, which happened whilst he 
was at school. His fatier was a journey- 
man currier; a most vile profligate man. 
Afier the boy had been some time at school, 
he came one day and told me, that his fa- 
ther was wonderiully changed, and that he 
had leit oif going to the alehouse on 
Suoday. It happened soon after that I 
met the man inthe street, and said to him: 
‘My triend, it gives me great pleasure to 
hear that you have lett olf going to the ale- 
house on Sundiy 3 your boy tells me that 
you now stay at home, and ever get tipsy.’ 
‘Sir,’ said he, ‘f may thank you for it.’ 
‘Nay,’ said ], ‘that is impossible: I do not 
recoliect that I ever spoke to you before.’ 
‘No, sir” said he; ‘but the good instruc- 
tion you give my boy, he brings home to 
me; and itis that, sir, which has induced 
me to reform my life.’ 


OBILLUARY. 


THE LITTLE OSAGE CAPTIVE 


Mrs. Williams of Brimfield Mass (late Mrs, 
Carter, of Natchez) has :ecently received in- 
teilizence of the death of Lydia Carter, the 
little Osage Captive, who bore her name. and 
for whose redemption she formerly paid $100, 
She was not returned to the Osages bul was on 
ber return to the Mission Schoo! at Brainerd. 
She had been much reduced by the fever and 
ague Which brought on a rapid decline, she 
died at the house of Mrs Loveleys, not far 
from Owight, one of the Mission stations of the 


Obituary.— Poetry. 
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Arkansaw. She is represented as an interest- 
ing, intelligent chila. She had just begua to 
feel the value of that chiistian benevolence 
that redeemed her trom captivily, and to lisp 
ihe praises of Him who died to redeem her 
from the captivity of Satan. How sweet must 
be the reflections of the lady who paid her 
ransom, and those who sought her out in the 
dark wilderness, when they can indulge the 
hope that they were in this co-workers with 
God, in bringing her to a knowledge of the 
truth, aud saving her soul from everlasting 


death. 





POETRY. 
Communicated for the Religious Intelligencer. 


Lines on the death of the Kev. Dr. Joho 
Marsh, who for neariy bali a century was 
the respected and beloved Pastor oi the 
Ciurch in Wethersfield (Conn.) 


“ Let me die the death of the righteous: let 
my last end be like his.” 


Where death a sable curtain drew, 
Ectipsing nature’s faded ray, 
His temples bath'd in futal dew, 
I saw an aged Christian lay -— 
No paliid fear disturb’d bis mein, 
Nor lingering cloud of mortal care ; 
[ gaz'd upon his eye serene, 
Beut o'er his brow—and peace was there. 


Around his heart, by love entwin-d, 
His first affections still would dwell, 
And filial piety enshrin’d 
His image in ber purest cell,— 
And childhood’s sweetest, tenderest tone 
invok’d his name with bitter tear ; 
While from the good man’s visage shone 
A beam that utter’d—lite was dear. 


Yet glorious forms around his rest, 
Soft to his soul their music bore ; 

‘* Rise—good and faithful! where the blest 
Shali sorrow and divide no more.” 

Their white wings glow’d with radiant dies, 
As thus their favour'’d guest they hail’d ; 

Earth drew once more her strongest ties, 
But angel eloquence prevail’d, 





NOTICE, 
The annual meeting of the Missionary Soci 
ety within the limits of the Association of the 
Western District of New Haven County, any- 
iliary tothe A. B.C F. M. isto be held at the 
house of the Rev. Jehu Clark: Milford, on tie 
2nd day of October next at 11 o'clock A. M. 
ERASTUS SCRANTON, Sec. 
Milford, Sept 19, 1821. 
The Association, and Consociation of the 
District are to meet ihe same day at Mr. 
Clark's. 
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